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Do nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not to your 
own interests, but to the interests 
of others.

Paul’s letter to  
the Philippians
A nugget to explore with children:  
Chapter 2, verses 3-4 

Did you know?
Philippi was originally a Greek city re-founded in 
42 BC. People thought of it as a ‘miniature Rome’. 
Slavery was a normal part of life and was part of 
how the Romans kept people in order, with some 
people being treated as more important than 
others. Paul was asking the people of Philippi to 
become like Jesus. Jesus’ death by crucifixion was 
the ultimate slave’s death, so Paul was therefore 
asking them to become like slaves, the lowest  
in the land. 

Paul’s world Life in Philippi – Make my joy complete – 27 September 2020
Background information to support the weekly resources on Philippians 2.1-13 in print and online at www.rootsontheweb.com

Imagine
You are one of the lucky ones in Philippi. You have lots of money 

and a good place to live – you and your family also have your own 

servants. You try to be kind to them, but you know that you each 

have a different place in life. One day you hear some of Paul’s 

teaching where he is encouraging you – if you want to follow Jesus 

– to take on the form of a slave, to be like Jesus himself. You find 

yourself looking at the people who work in your household in a 

different way, and imagining your life as if you were one of them. 

How does that feel? Would you be willing to exchange places with 

them? How would your life be different then? 

Life today
Can you think of an example of 
someone who is truly humble in 
today’s society? This might be 
someone who is well-known, rich 
or famous who has chosen to give 
up those things and live simply.  
In what other ways do people  
show humility today? 
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